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own retirement accounts. We want more 
people owning their own small business, be-
cause we understand that when a person 
owns something, he or she has a vital stake 
in the future of America. 

A compassionate society is one in which 
people respect one another, respect their re-
ligious views, respect their backgrounds, and 
take responsibility for the decisions they 
make in life. The culture of this country is 
changing from one that has said, ‘‘If it feels 
good, do it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve got a problem, 
blame somebody else,’’ to a culture in which 
each of us understands that we are respon-
sible for the decisions we make in life. If you 
are fortunate enough to be a mother or a 
father, you’re responsible for loving your 
child with all your heart. If you’re worried 
about the quality of the education in the 
community in which you live, you are respon-
sible for doing something about it. If you’re 
a CEO in corporate America, you’re respon-
sible for telling the truth to your shareholders 
and your employees. And in this new respon-
sibility society, each of us is responsible for 
loving our neighbor just like we’d like to be 
loved ourself. 

We can see that culture of service and re-
sponsibility growing around us. I went to a 
church in downtown New Orleans today that 
was full of neighborhood healers, people who 
have heard the universal call, people from 
all walks of life, different religions, all aimed 
at serving our Nation by helping somebody 
who hurts. 

I started what’s called the USA Freedom 
Corps to encourage Americans to extend a 
compassionate hand to a neighbor in need, 
and the response has been fantastic. The 
strength of this country lies in the hearts and 
souls of our citizens. Policemen and fire-
fighters and people who wear our Nation’s 
uniform remind us what it means to sacrifice 
for something greater than ourselves in life. 
Once again, the children of this country be-
lieve in heroes, because they see them every 
day. 

In these challenging times, the world has 
seen the resolve and the courage of America. 
And I’ve been privileged to see the compas-
sion and the character of the American peo-
ple. All the tests of the last 3 years have come 
to the right nation. 

We’re a strong country, and we use that 
strength to defend the peace. We’re an opti-
mistic country, confident in ourselves and in 
ideals bigger than ourselves. Abroad, we seek 
to lift whole nations by spreading freedom. 
At home, we seek to lift up lives by spreading 
opportunity to every corner of America. This 
is the work that history has set before us. 
We welcome it and know that for our coun-
try, the best days lie ahead. 

May God bless you all. Thanks for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:12 p.m. at the 
Georgia World Congress Center. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gov. Sonny Perdue of Georgia; 
Alec Poitevint, chairman, Georgia Republican 
Party; and former President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq. He also referred to Title I of the Improving 
America’s Schools Act of 1994 (Public Law No. 
103–382), which amended Title I of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (Public 
Law No. 89–10).

Proclamation 7752—National 
Sanctity of Human Life Day, 2004
January 15, 2004

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
As Americans, we are led by the power 

of our conscience and the history of our 
country to defend and promote the dignity 
and rights of all people. Each person, how-
ever frail or defenseless, has a place and a 
purpose in this world. On National Sanctity 
of Human Life Day, we celebrate the gift 
of life and our commitment to building a so-
ciety of compassion and humanity. 

Today, the principles of human dignity en-
shrined in the Declaration of Independ-
ence—that all persons are created equal and 
possess the unalienable rights to life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness—continue to 
guide us. In November, I signed into law the 
Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act of 2003, re-
affirming our commitment to protecting in-
nocent life and to a basic standard of human-
ity—the duty of the strong to defend the 
weak. My Administration encourages adop-
tion and supports abstinence education, crisis 
pregnancy programs, parental notification 
laws, and other measures to help us continue 
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to build a culture of life. By working to-
gether, we will provide hope to the weakest 
among us and achieve a more compassionate 
and merciful world. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim Sunday, January 
18, 2004, as National Sanctity of Human Life 
Day. I call upon all Americans to recognize 
this day with appropriate ceremonies in our 
homes and places of worship and to reaffirm 
our commitment to respecting the life and 
dignity of every human being. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifteenth day of January, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand four, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:38 a.m., January 16, 2004] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on January 16, and it 
will be published in the Federal Register on Janu-
ary 20.

Executive Order 13324—
Termination of Emergency With 
Respect to Sierra Leone and Liberia 
January 15, 2004

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States, including the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 
1701 et seq.), the National Emergencies Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) (NEA), and section 
5 of the United Nations Participation Act of 
1945, as amended (22 U.S.C. 287c), 

I, George W. Bush, President of the 
United States of America, find that the situa-
tions that gave rise to the declaration of a 
national emergency in Executive Order 
13194 of January 18, 2001, with respect to 
Sierra Leone and the expansion of the scope 
of that emergency in Executive Order 13213 
of May 22, 2001, with respect to Liberia, 
have been significantly altered given that in 
January 2002 the Government of Sierra 

Leone, the Sierra Leonean rebel group Rev-
olutionary United Front (RUF), and the 
United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone de-
clared the war in Sierra Leone to have ended; 
the parties to the Liberian civil war entered 
into a Comprehensive Peace Agreement in 
August 2003; the RUF no longer exists as 
a military organization; Charles Taylor, who 
was the prime instigator of violence both in 
Sierra Leone and in Liberia, has resigned 
from the Liberian presidency and gone into 
exile; the Government of Sierra Leone has 
established a rough diamond certification re-
gime that meets the minimum standards of 
the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme; 
and the United States has implemented the 
Clean Diamond Trade Act (Public Law 108–
19), prohibiting the importation into the 
United States of rough diamonds that are not 
controlled through the Kimberley Process 
Certification Scheme, currently including 
rough diamonds from Liberia. Accordingly, 
I hereby terminate the national emergency 
declared and expanded in scope in those two 
prior orders, revoke those orders, and further 
order: 

Section 1. Pursuant to section 202 of the 
NEA (50 U.S.C. 1622), termination of the 
national emergency declared in Executive 
Order 13194 and expanded in scope in Exec-
utive Order 13213 shall not affect any action 
taken or proceeding pending not finally con-
cluded or determined as of the effective date 
of this order, or any action or proceeding 
based on any act committed prior to such 
date, or any rights or duties that matured or 
penalties that were incurred prior to such 
date. 

Sec. 2. This order is not intended to, and 
does not, create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or 
in equity by any party against the United 
States, its departments, agencies, instrumen-
talities, or entities, its officers or employees, 
or any other person. 

Sec. 3. This order is effective at 12:01 a.m. 
eastern standard time on January 16, 2004. 
This order shall be transmitted to the Con-
gress and published in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
January 15, 2004. 
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